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PROSTATE

Prostate cancer is a common problem, and
there are still many questions to be answered
about the disease. Prostate Hope will help
contribute to the knowledge base of this
disease. Together the Masons of Ontario
can make a considerable contribution to the
success in diagnosis and treatment. Thus
far, Prostate Hope has raised funds for
meaningful research into prostate cancer.
Three research projects have already been
selected to be the beneficiaries of multi year
funding, through three prominent
universities in Ontario:

McMaster University: Under the direction
of Dr. Bobby Shayegan, Associate
Professor,  Urologic  Oncology, Jen
Hoogenes has developed an assessment tool
for trainees as they learn how to do robot-
assisted radical prostatectomies. This is the
first tool of its kind, and has passed the
validation phase. It will eventually be
incorporated into the urology curriculum of
the medical school. The research work has
already been presented at a number of
Medical Association meetings throughout
North America. She is now working on a
study of a novel surgical technique which
should speed return to normalcy following
prostatectomies.

Queen’s University: Dr. Robert Siemens,
Chair, Department of Urology, engages a
survivorship group program which includes
cognitive psychologists who are attempting
to understand the needs and gaps for men
and their spouses in terms of their care after
treatment, This program provides ongoing
support for men with more advanced
prostate cancer.

This includes a better understanding of
“quality of life” issues. This important
study is opening the door to further
collaboration with other researchers in
Ontario

Western University: Under the direction of
Dr. Joseph Chin, Chief, Division of
Urology, London Health Sciences Centre,
Sean Leith has been working to expand the
knowledge on why some prostate cancers
metastasize and others are less likely to do
$so. Many genes that promote cancer cell
invasion have been isolated, but there is less
known about suppressor genes. His research
involves performing a screen for drivers and
suppressors of prostate cancer cell invasion
mechanisms selectively silencing single
suppressor genes in cultures and measuring
the resultant invasiveness of the cell line.
This will build the groundwork for further
research in the detection and treatment of
aggressive prostate cancer.

The medical departments of these three
universities are very excited at the prospects
such funding has provided, and will
continue to provide, to advance knowledge
1n prostate cancer.

The success of each of these projects offers
the opportunity for enhanced funding from
mainstream prostate cancer organizations.

Additional projects are currently under
consideration for Prostate Hope funding.

The Grand Master, the Masonic Foundation
of Ontario, its supporters and indeed all
Masons across Ontario share in this
excitement.

As a giving and caring Mason you can
contribute to this worthwhile project with
your donation.

PROSTATE

Contribution Recognition
Categories

Friend Up to $249
Donor $249 - $499

Supporter  $500 - $999

. [ "[OF

Patron $1000- $4999

[0 Benefactor $5000 & over

“Anything that you may feel disposed to
give... will be thankfully received and
faithfully applied.”

Masons Giving for
The Cause of



